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In ancient time, Chinese people regarded the number “nine” as
“Yeung™ (Yang), 2 positive number, and the 9t day of the 9t lunar
month as “Chung Yeung"(double positive), or *Chung Kau" (double
nine), which was a time for ascending a mountain. This custom
started in the Han Dynasty. Woon King was a student of Fai & - ¢
Cheung-fong, a Toaist monk, who told Woon King that his family p-
would encounter a disaster, the way to avoid it was to make a silk kel bl W - MW 1900% «
bag filled with dogwood, to climb up the mountain and to drink m"‘m;‘w‘;’: S Fautial. o100, In0e cafitre, Siean e it
chrysanthemum wine. Woon King followed the instruction and 2 M7 2 S B SMTTR, BRI E DFBEL R
climbed up the mountain. When the family retumed to their village ;;;CM).Z( xS R LIk s
in the evening, all the livestock were found dead. Since then,
ascending a mountain on every 9% day of the 9th lunar month
became a custom.

As most of the Hong Kong's early residents came from rural

communities in China, many ancient traditions and customs were
brought to Hong Kong and have been unfailingly observed, though
with some modifi The of ing a tai e
during Chung Yeung is one of them. While there are many hills on Local residents reaching: of the wng
Hong Kong Island, Victoria Peak has always been the most favourite 1900FT3HABICEY M7 E— BRIORTR.
place to go on Chung Yeung among local residents.
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Pok Fu Lam Reservoir

Pok Fu Lam Reservoir, completed in
public reservoir in Hong Kong. W
Kong before the 1860s mainly re!
sources such as wells and streams. S
mid-nineteenth century, the continual gr
population and the accompanying city expansion
placed a great pressure on permanent provis
fresh water resources

on

The first public water supply scheme was mooled at
the time Sir Hercules Robinson, the then Governor of
Hong Kong (1859 - 1865). In 1860, a proposal by S.B
Rawling, a Clerk of Works in the British Royal
Engineering Department, which suggested the
construction of a reservoir in Pok Fu Lam \ y
collect rainwater, was accepted by the Royal
Commission appointed by Sir Robinson. Construction
works commenced in the same year. However, due to
a limited budgel, the construction works were scaled
down. The storage capacity of the reservoir was
reduced from its original design of 30 million gallons to
2 million gallons when it was completed in 1863

' to

To redress the problem of inadequate capacity,
several extension Improvements were undertaken
between 1866 and 1871, resulting in an increase of
Impounding water capacity at 68 million gallons after a
new reservoir (i.e. the existing reservoir) was built
further upstream in 1871

The Antiquities Authority, following the recommendation
by the Antiquities Advisory Board, declared six historic
waterworks facilities of the Pok Fu Lam Reservoir as
monuments on 18 September 2009, which are
protected under the Antiquities and Monuments
Ordinance (Cap. 53). The Antiquities Advisory Board
also accorded grading status to another four historic
waterworks facilities of the reservoir

Pok Fu Lam Reservoir

Former Watchman’s Cottage

(1860-1863) (Declared Monument)

The Former Watchman's Cottage, presently the Pok
Fu Lam Management Centre is a single-storey
building constructed in Neo-Classical style featuring
white painted walls, triangular pediments and a
pitched roof of Chinese tiles. It is rectangular in plan
having a verandah of four natural finished granite
columns
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Pok Fu Lam Reservoir
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